
 Four years ago, a new app 

was released. Barely anyone 

knew about it at first, but soon, 

Candy Crush Saga, a game 

where you have to match 

candies to earn points, was 

one of the most played games 

in the world. From Argentina to 

Siberia, Candy Crush Saga 

was all the rage! But over time, 

the app lost popularity, even 

after King, the company that 

created Candy Crush Saga, 

introduced multiple different 

types of the game, such as 

Farm Heroes Saga and Al-

phaBetty Saga. 

 Now, the Candy craze is 

long gone, and people are 

going all over the world to 

catch some of your favorite, 

you guessed it, Pokemon. 

Pokemon GO! is a location-

tracking game that lets you 

catch vi r tual l y nearby 

Pokemon. Developed by the 

company Niantic, the app is 

played everywhere, and be-

cause of it, people are also 

going everywhere to catch all 

 Great job, Mountain Brook 

Elementary! You again 

proved that we have some 

AMAZING artists here at MBE. 

Your art has gotten me into 

the Christmas spirit! First place 

in our December art contest 

goes to Ella D. (4th grade, 

Mrs. Collins). Second place 

goes to Mary Jane L. (6th 

grade, Mrs. Milhouse). Tied for 

third place are Ann M. (5th 

grade, Mrs. Rowan) and Mary 

E. (4th grade, Mrs. Margaritis). 

A special shoutout goes to 

Miller D. (6th grade, Ms. Rohlfs

-Hill) for receiving Honorable 

1. Which of the following is 

your favorite? 

A. hot chocolate 

B. orange Juice 

C. water 

D. milk 

 

2. Which of the following is 

your favorite activity? 

A. playing with your friends 

B. chilling   

C. reading a book 

D. planning a party 

 

3. Which of the following is 

your favorite book? 

A. Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory 

B. Geronimo Stilton   

C. ALL BOOKS! 

D. Harry Potter 
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PS: Why did you want to come to MBE?  

Stacks: I had heard great things about 

the school, and I have friends who 

taught here. 

PS: What do you do for fun? 

Stacks: I like to spend time with my fam-

ily; I like reading, and I like to travel. 

PS: What do you teach? 

Stacks: P.A.G.E and JUNA. 

PS: What is your favorite part about 

MBE? 

Stacks: Everyone is so nice here, and 

everyone works together. 

PS: How long have you been teaching? 

Stacks: I have been teaching for 24 

years overall. 

PS: Do you have any children? 

Stacks: I have 

three chil-

dren: one in 

s e v e n t h 

grade, one in 

e l e v e n t h 

grade, and 

one who just 

finished col-

lege.  
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Mrs. Jackson’s Retirement: 

“Parting is Such Sweet Sorrow”  
—William Shakespeare 
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4. Of the following, who is your 

favorite fictional character? 

A. Charlie Brown 

B. Greg Heffley 

C. Dorothy 

D. Ron Weasley 

 

5. Of the following, what's your 

favorite time of the day? 

A. ANYTIME, BECAUSE LIFE IS 

AWWWESOME! 

B. 12:00 lunch 

C. nighttime 

D. 5:00 dinner 

-Key- 

Mostly A’s- Chocolate w/sprinkles 

Mostly B’s- Strawberry 

Mostly C’s- Plain 

Mostly D’s- Glazed w/sprinkles  

 This December, we’ll be saying 

goodbye to someone who has been 

part of the MBE family for twenty years! 

Mrs. Jackson, a beloved custodian, says 

goodbye to MBE and hello to the next 

exciting phase of her life. 

 Mrs. Jackson's favorite things to do 

at MBE are to be around the children 

and staff. Her favorite memories at MBE 

are Boosterthon, her birthday, and the 

Halloween Carnival. 

 Mrs. Jackson is looking forward to 

retiring because she wants to help her 

mom and just, in general, enjoy herself. 

She would also like to rest and do some 

traveling. 

 In conclusion, Mrs. Jackson is a tre-

mendous part of MBE, and we will miss 

her very much! I hope she enjoys her 

retirement and returns to visit when she 

can. 

the Pokemon they can! In 

fact, it’s so popular, that the 

Birmingham Zoo is offering half

-price admission to those who 

have the app downloaded on 

their phone. Pokemon have 

been popping up everywhere, 

too! People have caught 

these cute creatures at wed-

dings, in bathrooms and show-

ers, and even in cemeteries. 

One person put this on the 

back of their car: “Caution! 

I’m chasing POKEMON! Multi-

ple sudden STOPS!” Weird, 

huh? 

 But even with all the fun and 

silliness that comes with the 

game, you still need to be 

careful. Don’t go to unsafe 

places while playing, and 

don’t play when walking. 

Don’t get mad at yourself for 

not catching a Pokemon! Re-

ally! People stress themselves 

out just because of that. 

Pokemon GO! is fun, but it has 

its limits. If you don’t want to 

lose your phone privileges, it’s 

best not to overdo it, but I think 

Pokemon GO! definitely 

deserves to be on the 

best apps ever leader-

board! Go catch ‘em 

all!  

Mention. Congratulations and 

thank you to all who entered! 

 Our January contest is for 

digital nature photography. 

Your photograph should fea-

ture some type of nature sce-

ne. Original work, only, please; 

don’t use someone else’s pho-

tograph. Make sure to be cre-

ative! Email your digital nature 

shots to Ms. Rohlfs-Hill (rohlfs-

hille@mtnbrook.k12.al.us) by 

Friday, January 20th. Include 

your name, grade, and home-

room teacher. I look forward 

to seeing your wonderful pho-

tographs, and the winning art 

will be published in the next 

edition of the paper! 

 As always, any student in 

any grade is welcome to par-

ticipate. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!   

Festive Walrus by Miller D. 

mailto:rohlfs-hille@mtnbrook.k12.al.us
mailto:rohlfs-hille@mtnbrook.k12.al.us


 A Dog's’ Purpose is by 

Alice Walker. This book is 

probably a 6th to 8th 

grade reading level, and 

most everyone who likes 

dogs will like this one. It is 

about a dog, his mom, and 

his three siblings’ journey. 

One of his siblings is bigger, 

stronger, and fiercer than 

all the others. Bailey, the 

main character, and the 

others (besides Mom) are 

intimidated by the one 

they call Speedy because 

he is fast and runs up and 

down forever. One day 

while they’re eating out of 

the trash and living their 

normal life, someone 

comes to get them. Mom, 

Bailey, and Speedy get 

caught. On the other 

hand, one of them runs 

away, and one dies trying. 

Read A Dog’s Purpose to 

find out what happens 

next to Bailey and his fami-

ly! 

 Express your creativity 

about the things you do 

and how you do them! 

 As we all know, our Ex-

pressions Art Contest has 

started! The theme is “It’s 

My Thing.” You can enter 

work in one or more of 

these six categories: Make 

Art, Creative Writing, Pho-

tography, Instrumental/

Voice Performance, and 

Video.  

 To get an 

entry form for 

your work, go 

to the MBE 

website, and 

the rest of the 

directions will 

be there. Turn it in to the 

people in the auditorium 

when you turn in your work. 

You must register by Janu-

ary 24th, and you will need 

to turn in your work by Jan-

uary 26th. I’m going to en-

ter,  and I hope that you 

will, too!  

 Thinking “win-win” can be hard. Even I myself don’t always think 

win-win. This is because we get distracted and don’t think about 

what we are going to say, or we don’t think about hurting 

someone’s feelings. Examples of thinking “win-lose” are bragging, 

getting upset if you lose, or rubbing it in someone’s face when you 

win. Following is an example of someone doing the right thing. 

 Anderson and his friend love playing football together. One 

night they were warming up for a game. At the last minute the 

other team lost a player, so they asked for a volunteer to play for 

the opposing team. Anderson was about to volunteer, but his 

friend went instead. At the end of the game, the other team won. 

Anderson’s friend said, “Ha-ha! YOU lost to a player on your own 

team!” Anderson really wanted to think “win-lose” and talk back 

to his friend, but instead he said, “You really hurt my feelings by 

saying that to me and made me feel worse. Please don’t do that 

again.” His friend realized what he said was wrong and apolo-

gized: “Sorry, I didn’t mean to be rude.’’ 

 

Take the following quiz to see how well you use Habit 4, “Think Win-

Win”: 

 

1. You are playing a game of kickball, and your friend beats you 

then rubs it in your face. You… 

A. Yell back at him 

B. Tell him to stop in a rude way 

C. Start crying and run away 

D. Tell him nicely to stop 

 

2. You have a new dog, and your friend wants to hold it and 

doesn’t want to give it back. You… 

A. Grab it out of her hands 

B. Rudely tell her to give it back 

C. Throw a fit 

D. Tell her she can hold it but must give him back if he gets 

scared 

 

3. Your best friend moved away and made a new best friend. 

You… 

A. Cry all night 

B. Hang up on her 

C. Yell mean things 

D. Are happy for her 

 

Results: 

Mostly A’s: Try 

figuring things out 

in a nice way. 

Don’t get too 

worked up over 

something unim-

portant. 

Mostly B’s: Try to 

solve problems 

without anger! 

Mostly C’s: Crying 

is never the an-

swer, and it can 

give you head-

aches. 

Mostly D’s: You’ve 

got it, and you 

seem to have 

control.  

The Spartans competed in 

their first tournament of the 

season in the MedCenter Cap-

stone Classic, November 21st-

23rd at Shelton State Commu-

nity College in Tuscaloosa. The 

Spartans entered the tourna-

ment 3-0 with wins against 

Jackson-Olin (Ensley, Ala-

bama) at Helena and at Pel-

ham. Mountain Brook finished 

2nd in the Capstone Classic 

last season, falling to the Pur-

ple Tigers of Bessemer City in 

the championship, but the 

Purple Tigers were not com-

peting in the Classic. The tour-

nament seemed promising 

and didn’t disappoint. 

The quarter finals saw the 

Spartans face off against the 

Bibb County Choctaws out of 

Centreville, Alabama. The 

Choctaws earned a tech in 

warmups, and junior guard 

Sean Elmore hit one of two 

free-throws to put the Spartans 

up by a point. The game was 

neck and neck until Elmore hit 

a three to put Mountain Brook 

up 24-15 in the 2nd. Junior 

guard Britton Johnson hit two 

threes to give the Spartans a 

30-17 lead. Two more Johnson 

threes and an Elmore three 

put Mountain Brook up 44-25 

at the half. The rest of the 

game was smooth sailing, and 

the Spartans won 82-42 to 

advance to the semi-finals. 

The semi-finals pitted 

Mountain Brook 

and the Stam-

pede from Paul W. 

B r y a n t 

(Tuscaloosa, Ala-

Week 13 is where we will 

begin, as some people consid-

er it to be Rivalry Weekend. In 

possibly the “game of the 

year,” Ohio State beat Michi-

gan 30-27; Alabama beat 

Auburn 30-12, and Colorado 

beat Utah 27-22. Clemson 

beat South Carolina 56-7, and 

Florida State beat Florida 31-

13. Kentucky beat Louisville 41-

38, and Mississippi State beat 

Ole Miss 55-20. Georgia Tech 

beat Georgia 28-27, and Van-

derbilt beat Tennessee 45-34. 

LSU beat Texas A&M 54-39, 

and NC State beat North Car-

olina 28-21. TCU beat Texas 31-

9, and Missouri beat Arkansas 

28-24. Washington beat Wash-

ington State 45-17, and Iowa 

beat Nebraska 40-10. In 

Championship Week we had 

tons of great games. Washing-

ton beat Colorado 41-10, and 

Alabama beat Florida 54-16. 

Clemson beat Virginia Tech 42

-35, and Penn State beat Wis-

consin 38-31. Oklahoma beat 

Oklahoma State 38-20. The 

regular season is over, and it is 

time for the playoffs. In the 

playoffs, Clemson will play 

Ohio State, and Alabama will 

play Washington. In the New 

Year's six bowl games we will 

have some great matchups. In 

the Orange Bowl, Michigan will 

play Florida State, and in the 

Cotton Bowl Western Michigan 

will play Wisconsin. In the Sug-

ar Bowl Auburn will play Okla-

homa, and in the Rose Bowl 

Penn State will play USC. That 

is all for now; check out the 

Heisman Trophy article! 

 The Dallas cowboys were 

expected to be an average 

team this year, and no one 

thought they would have the 

best record in the NFL being 

led by two rookies—one of 

which was a fourth-round draft 

pick. Dak Prescott and Ezekiel 

Elliott are two outstanding 

rookies playing for the Dallas 

Cowboys. Ezekiel Elliott is the 

leading rusher in the league, 

and while Prescott is not the 

leading passer, he has thrown 

for 2,800 yards. With an 11-2 

record they have moved 

themselves into Super Bowl 

contention. 

 Prescott came from play-

ing in the yard with his brothers 

and friends when they were a 

lot older than he. When he 

was small he predicted, “I’m 

going to win the Heisman Tro-

phy and play for the Dallas 

Cowboys.” He went one for 

two and has a good shot of 

winning the Super Bowl with 

the help of his RB Elliott. Elliott 

played for the Ohio State 

Buckeyes and won a National 

Championship under Coach 

Urban Meyer. Elliott was a high 

school draft pick and was ex-

pected to be good, but I 

don’t think anyone thought he 

would be this good. He has 

1,100 rushing yards and domi-

nates the field when he has 

the ball. The Dallas Cowboys 

are now one of 

the biggest Super 

Bowl contenders 

of this year—but 

will they pull it off, 

is the question. 

On November 28th 

Louisville quarterback Lamar 

Jackson was in the lead. In 

second place was Oklahoma 

quarterback Baker Mayfield. In 

third was Clemson quarter-

back Deshaun Watson. In 

fourth was Alabama QB Jalen 

Hurts; last was Michigan line-

  center 

her some time to do what 

she likes and calm down. 

Try to cheer her up and do 

something nice for her. 

Another thing you could 

do is talk to her other 

friends who were so mean 

to her. Ask them to please 

be nicer towards your 

friend. The most important 

thing for you to do is NOT 

TO LET YOUR FRIEND’S ATTI-

TUDE INFLUENCE YOURS! If 

your friend is mad, try not 

to get mad yourself. It will 

help you calm down and 

help the others. 

 

Sincerely, 

Miss Know-It-All 

Dear Miss Know-It-All, 

My friend, ______________, is 

upset. She’s mad at two of 

her friends. She called 

them Divas. She broke a 

pencil because she was 

mad, and she crumpled up 

paper because she was 

mad, and she came into 

school crying. Help! 

 

From, 

Why? 4th grade 

 

Dear Why?, 

Your friend sounds really 

upset about something. I 

wouldn’t try to find out why 

she’s mad, because it 

might be personal. I would 

try to be kind to her and 

not do anything that she 

doesn’t like. This might give 

bama). The two teams were 

trading baskets the whole first 

half, nobody gaining an edge. 

Bryant led 38-37 going to 

halftime. The tides would turn 

in the second half. With the 

Spartans gaining an edge, a 

three-pointer by sophomore 

forward Trendon Watford 

gave Mountain Brook a 47-40 

lead. A McCool layup put the 

game away to make the 

score 62-48. The Spartans 

made the finals by defeating 

the Stampede 74-58. 

Mountain Brook faced off 

against the Blue Devils of Cor-

dova (Cordova, Alabama). An 

Elmore three, Watford and-1, 

and a McCool layup put the 

Spartans up 12-4 early. A John-

son three and another Elmore 

three put Mountain Brook up 

36-20 in the second. A string of 

Spartan layups gave Mountain 

Brook a 50-26 lead at the half. 

A complete 2nd half domi-

nance led the Spartans to their 

2nd Capstone Classic champi-

onship in four tries by way of a 

76-52 obliteration of Cordova. 

 The three wins boosted 

Mountain Brook to a 6-0 start. 

The all-tournament team fea-

tured Ben McCool, and 

Trendon Watford was deemed 

MVP of the tournament. The 

tournament saw very few tests 

as the Spartans were ahead 

most of the tournament. The 

Spartans will try to keep their 

unbeaten record 

intact through a 

very tough De-

cember schedule. 

Go, Spartans! 

backer Jabrill Peppers. 

On December 8 

Lamar Jackson, the Louisville 

Quarterback, was in first place 

in the Heisman race, and 

Clemson quarterback Des-

haun Watson was in second. 

Oklahoma quarterback Baker 

Mayfield was in third, and Ok-

lahoma wide receiver Dede 

Westbrook was in fourth. Bring-

ing up the rear was Michigan 

linebacker Jabrill Peppers. 

On December 10 

It was final! The winner of the 

Heisman Trophy was Lamar 

Jackson. He completed 220 

out of 382 passes for 30 pass-

ing touchdowns. He threw for 

3,390 yds. He ran for 1,538 yds 

and 21 touchdowns. His total 

number of touchdowns for the 

season was 51, and he led 

Louisville to a 9-3 season and a 

63-20 win over Florida State. 

The runner-up was Deshaun 

Watson. 


